Local anaesthesia for middle ear surgery.
Thirty-two consecutive patients undergoing middle ear surgery using local anaesthesia were assessed on the adequacy of anaesthesia for their surgery, both by the patients themselves, and by the surgeon. A method of local anaesthesia is described which includes the possibility of inducing an iatrogenic transient homolateral facial weakness in order to simplify the technique of administration of anaesthesia. Both the surgeon and the patients were happy with the quality of the anaesthesia, and no adverse effects occurred either as a consequence of the local anaesthesia itself, or of the transient facial weakness.